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THE OPEN MIND 

Is openness of mind a foe to firmness of conviction? Does the 
readiness to receive new evidence and to adjust one's convictions to 
such evidence necessarily issue in instability ? Are steadfastness and 
progress possible only by settling each question that arises with 
finality, and refusing thereafter ever to listen to evidence or argu- 
ment on the subject? Yes, if on every subject the evidence is so 
indecisive and inconclusive that to look it squarely in the face is to 
keep one in perpetual uncertainty. No, if there are questions on 
which the evidence fairly examined is so decisive that, however often 
one may re-examine them, the same conclusions must necessarily be 
reached. 

Will openness of mind on the question whether there is a sun in 
the heavens leave one in doubt whether there is a sun ? Will open- 
ness of mind on the question whether there is any such thing as 
right and wrong leave one forever open to doubt ? The truth is that 
the argument by which some people convince themselves that open- 
ness of mind issues in instability, and by which they justify them- 
selves in shutting up their minds against all new evidence lest they 
should become driftwood upon the sea of opinion, has as its underlying 
premise a doubt concerning the certainty of anything. Extremes 
meet. Bidding us avoid skepticism by closing our minds to evidence, 
they assume the premise of universal skepticism. He who believes 
that there is such a thing as truth, and that fair examination of the 
evidence must lead to truth, can with open mind welcome all new 
light, and he is in reality the man who is most entitled to firmness of 
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conviction, knowing that he has reached his stable opinions, not by 
refusing to examine the evidence, but by fearlessly, and as often as 
necessary, facing the evidence. 



EXPLORATION IN ANCIENT RUINS 

There would seem to be great attraction in work of this kind for 
the student of the Bible. He is in any case immensely interested in 
the results of such explorations. The incentive to undertake such 
work grows with the years. Never before in the history of explora- 
tion has expectation been so high. The past, which has furnished 
such wonderful treasures as the Hammurabi code of laws, one of the 
most recent finds, furnishes an unquestionable basis for such expec- 
tations. There will, of course, be many disappointments, and long 
years may elapse without the discovery of anything of great impor- 
tance; but a civilization which has yielded treasures of so rich a char- 
acter must have treasures still more precious to disclose. And yet, 
what is the advantage of it all? Is it actual interest in this great 
field of work that impels us, or are we merely stirred by curiosity to 
discover something that others do not know or have ? Is it the inter- 
est of the archaeologist which leads men to risk even life in order, if 
possible, to secure these great monuments of a past antiquity ? It is 
probably true that in the majority of cases the underlying feeling 
which prompts this almost abnormal interest is that which concerns 
religion and the Bible. These lands in which men are digging are 
the countries in which the scenes of Bible history were enacted, or 
countries with which the chosen family of old was brought into close 
relationship. These new finds are expected to corroborate the 
truth of the Holy Scriptures, or at all events to throw great light 
upon dark places in these Scriptures. This, at any rate, has been the 
experience in the past. The Old and New Testaments have received 
important contributions to their full meaning, their strength, and 
their everlasting character by the results of exploration. Some 
things have come to light which seem to contradict the Scripture 
narratives; but when a true interpretation has been found of these 
facts and of the Scripture statement, both stand out stronger and 
more illumining. The annual income from an investment of 
$10,000,000 could be used advantageously during the next quarter 



